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Subpart C—General Workplace 
Conditions 

§ 142.81 Purpose and applicability. 

This subpart prescribes requirements 
relating to general working conditions 
on OCS facilities. 

§ 142.84 Housekeeping. 

All staging, platforms, and other 
working surfaces and all ramps, stair-
ways, and other walkways must be 
kept clear of portable tools, materials, 
and equipment not in use and be 
promptly cleared of substances which 
create a tripping or slipping hazard. 
When engaged in an activity on the 
drill floor in which the spillage of drill-
ing fluid is inevitable, such as when 
pulling wet strings of drill pipe, foot-
wear and flooring designed to reduce 
slipping substantially may be used in-
stead of keeping the drill floor free of 
drilling fluid during the activity. 

[CGD 79–077, 51 FR 28381, Aug. 7, 1986] 

§ 142.87 Guarding of deck openings. 

Openings in decks accessible to per-
sonnel must be covered, guarded, or 
otherwise made inaccessible when not 
in use. The manner of blockage shall 
prevent a person’s foot or body from in-
advertently passing through the open-
ing. 

§ 142.90 Lockout and tagout. 

(a) While repair or other work is 
being performed on equipment powered 
by an external source, that equipment 
must be locked out as required in para-
graph (b) of this section or, if a lockout 
provision does not exist on the equip-
ment, must be disconnected from the 
power source or otherwise deactivated, 
unless the nature of the work being 
performed necessitates that the power 
be connected or the equipment acti-
vated. 

(b) If the equipment has a lockout or 
other device designed to prevent unin-
tentional activation of the equipment, 
the lockout or other device must be en-
gaged while the work is being per-
formed on the equipment, unless the 
nature of the work being performed ne-
cessitates that the equipment be acti-
vated. 

(c) A tag must be placed at the point 
where the equipment connects to a 
power source and at the location of the 
control panel activating the power, 
warning— 

(1) That equipment is being worked 
on; and 

(2) If the power source is discon-
nected or the equipment deactivated, 
that the power source must not be con-
nected or the equipment activated. 

(d) The tags must not be removed 
without the permission of either the 
person who placed the tags, that per-
son’s immediate supervisor, or their re-
spective reliefs. 

[CGD 79–077, 51 FR 25059, July 10, 1986; 51 FR 
28382, Aug. 7, 1986] 

PART 143—DESIGN AND 
EQUIPMENT 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
143.1 Purpose. 
143.15 Lights and warning devices. 

Subpart B—OCS Facilities 

143.100 Applicability. 
143.101 Means of escape. 
143.105 Personnel landings. 
143.110 Guards and rails. 
143.120 Floating OCS facilities. 

Subpart C—Mobile Offshore Drilling Units 

143.200 Applicability. 
143.201 Existing MODUs exempted from new 

design requirements. 
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mented MODUs. 
143.207 Requirements for foreign MODUs. 
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143.300 Applicability. 
143.301 Load line requirements. 

Subpart E—Standby Vessels 

143.400 Applicability. 
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143.407 Manning. 

AUTHORITY: 43 U.S.C. 1333(d)(1), 1348(c), 
1356; 49 CFR 1.46; section 143.210 is also issued 
under 14 U.S.C. 664 and 31 U.S.C. 9701. 

SOURCE: CGD 78–160, 47 FR 9382, Mar. 4, 
1982, unless otherwise noted. 
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Subpart A—General 

§ 143.1 Purpose. 
This part prescribes design and 

equipment requirements for units en-
gaged in OCS activities. 

§ 143.15 Lights and warning devices. 
(a) OCS facilities must meet the 

lights and warning devices require-
ments under Part 67 of this chapter 
concerning aids to navigation on artifi-
cial islands and fixed structures. 

(b) Vessels, including attending ves-
sels but excluding MODUs under para-
graph (a) of this section, must meet the 
lights and warning devices require-
ments under the International Regula-
tions for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
1972 or under local rules provided for in 
Rule 1 of those Regulations. 

[CGD 78–160, 47 FR 9382, Mar. 4, 1982, as 
amended by USCG–1998–3799, 63 FR 35530, 
June 30, 1998] 

Subpart B—OCS Facilities 

§ 143.100 Applicability. 
This subpart applies to OCS facilities 

except mobile offshore drilling units. 

§ 143.101 Means of escape. 
(a) ‘‘Primary means of escape’’ shall 

be fixed stairways or fixed ladders of 
metal construction. 

(b) ‘‘Secondary means of escape’’ 
shall be types approved for ‘‘primary 
means of escape’’ or portable, flexible 
ladders, knotted man ropes, and other 
devices satisfactory to the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection. 

(c) Manned OCS facilities shall be 
provided with at least two ‘‘primary 
means of escape’’ extending from the 
uppermost platform level that contains 
living quarters or that personnel oc-
cupy continuously, to each succes-
sively lower working level and to the 
water surface. Working levels without 
living quarters, shops, or offices in 
manned facility structural appendages, 
extensions, and installations that per-
sonnel occupy only occasionally shall 
be provided with one ‘‘primary means 
of escape’’ and, when necessary in the 
opinion of the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection, one or more ‘‘sec-
ondary means of escape.’’ 

(d) Unmanned OCS facilities shall be 
provided with at least one ‘‘primary 
means of escape’’ extending from the 
uppermost platform working level to 
each successively lower working level 
and to the water surface. When per-
sonnel are on board, unmanned facili-
ties shall also be provided with one or 
more ‘‘secondary means of escape,’’ but 
not more than one will be required for 
every 10 persons extending from the up-
permost working level of the facility to 
each successively lower working level 
and to the water surface, excluding fa-
cility appendages and installations, un-
less ‘‘secondary means of escape’’ from 
such appendages and installations are 
necessary in the opinion of the Officer 
in Charge, Marine Inspection. 

(e) ‘‘Means of escape’’ shall be suit-
ably accessible to personnel for rapid 
facility evacuation. 

(f) When two or more ‘‘means of es-
cape’’ are installed, at least two shall 
be located as nearly diagonally oppo-
site each other as practicable unless 
such requirement is unreasonable or 
impracticable in the opinion of the Of-
ficer in Charge, Marine Inspection. 

§ 143.105 Personnel landings. 
(a) Sufficient personnel landings 

shall be provided on each manned OCS 
facility to assure safe access and 
egress. When due to special construc-
tion personnel landings are not fea-
sible, then suitable transfer facilities 
to provide safe access and egress shall 
be installed. 

(b) The personnel landings shall be 
provided with satisfactory illumina-
tion. The minimum shall be one-foot 
candle of artificial illumination as 
measured at the landing floor and 
guards and rails. 

§ 143.110 Guards and rails. 
(a) Except for helicopter landing 

decks which are provided for in para-
graph (b) of this section, and areas not 
normally occupied, the unprotected pe-
rimeter of all floor or deck areas and 
openings shall be rimmed with guards 
and rails or wire mesh fence. The guard 
rail or fence shall be at least 42 inches 
high. The two intermediate rails shall 
be so placed that the rails are approxi-
mately evenly spaced between the 
guard rail and the floor or deck area: 
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Provided, That if a toe board is in-
stalled then one of the intermediate 
rails may be omitted and the other rail 
placed approximately half way between 
the top of the toe board and the top 
guard rail. 

(b) The unprotected perimeter of the 
helicopter landing deck shall be pro-
tected with a device of sufficient 
strength and size as to prevent any per-
son from falling from such deck. 

(c) Each catwalk and each stairway 
shall be provided with a suitable guard 
rail or rails, as necessary. 

§ 143.120 Floating OCS facilities. 
(a) Before construction is started on 

a proposed floating OCS facility, the 
owner or operator of the facility must 
submit to the Coast Guard for approval 
all plans and information listed in sub-
part C of 46 CFR part 107 which relate 
to the facility. All plans and informa-
tion must be submitted according to 
the procedures in that subpart. 

(b) The facility must comply with the 
requirements of subchapters F (Marine 
Engineering) and J (Electrical Engi-
neering) of 46 CFR chapter I and 46 
CFR part 108 (Design and Equipment). 
Where unusual design or equipment 
needs make compliance impracticable, 
alternative proposals that provide an 
equivalent level of safety may be ac-
cepted. These requirements do not 
apply to production systems on the fa-
cility. 

(c) The Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection, determines whether a float-
ing OCS facility meets the require-
ments of paragraph (b) of this section 
and issues a certificate of inspection 
for each facility which meets these re-
quirements. Inspection of the facility 
may be required as part of this deter-
mination. 

Subpart C—Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Units 

§ 143.200 Applicability. 
This subpart applies to mobile off-

shore drilling units when engaged in 
OCS activities. 

§ 143.201 Existing MODUs exempted 
from new design requirements. 

Any mobile offshore drilling unit 
built before, under construction on, or 

contracted for prior to April 5, 1982 is 
not required to meet the design re-
quirements of this subpart until the 
unit is rebuilt. Until rebuilt, the unit 
must continue to comply with the de-
sign requirements applicable to the 
unit on April 4, 1982. 

[CGD 78–160, 47 FR 11011, Mar. 15, 1982] 

§ 143.205 Requirements for U.S. and 
undocumented MODUs. 

Each mobile offshore drilling unit 
that is documented under the laws of 
the United States or not documented 
under the laws of any nation must 
comply with the design, equipment, 
and inspection requirements of 46 CFR 
parts 107 and 108 in order to engage in 
OCS activities. 

§ 143.207 Requirements for foreign 
MODUs. 

Each mobile offshore drilling unit 
that is documented under the laws of a 
foreign nation must, when engaged in 
OCS activities, comply with one of the 
following: 

(a) The design and equipment stand-
ards of 46 CFR part 108. 

(b) The design and equipment stand-
ards of the documenting nation if the 
standards provide a level of safety gen-
erally equivalent to or greater than 
that provided under 46 CFR part 108. 

(c) The design and equipment stand-
ards for mobile offshore drilling units 
contained in the International Mari-
time Organization (IMO, formerly 
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consult-
ative Organization or IMCO) (IMO) 
Code for Construction and Equipment 
of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (IMO 
Assembly Resolution A.414(XI)) which 
has been incorporated by reference. 

§ 143.210 Letter of compliance. 
(a) The Officer in Charge, Marine In-

spection, determines whether a mobile 
offshore drilling unit which does not 
hold a valid Coast Guard Certificate of 
Inspection meets the requirements of 
§§ 143.205 or 143.207 relating to design 
and equipment standards and issues a 
letter of compliance for each unit 
which meets the requirements. Inspec-
tion of the unit may be required as 
part of this determination. 

(b) A letter of compliance issued 
under paragraph (a) of this section is 
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valid for one year or until the MODU 
departs the OCS for foreign operations, 
whichever comes first. 

(c) The owner or operator of a foreign 
mobile offshore drilling unit requiring 
a letter of compliance examination 
must pay the fee prescribed in 46 CFR 
2.10–130. 

[CGD 84–098a, 53 FR 18981, May 26, 1988, as 
amended by CGD 91–030, 60 FR 13563, Mar. 13, 
1995] 

Subpart D—Vessels 

§ 143.300 Applicability. 

This subpart applies to all vessels en-
gaged in OCS activities except mobile 
offshore drilling units. 

§ 143.301 Load line requirements. 

(a) Vessels, including foreign vessels, 
which would be subject to the require-
ments of subchapter E of 46 CFR chap-
ter I concerning load lines when arriv-
ing at or proceeding to sea from any 
port or place within the United States 
must comply with those requirements 
when engaged in activities on the OCS. 

(b) Load line certificates and load 
line exemption certificates issued or 
accepted under subchapter E of 46 CFR 
chapter I are accepted as evidence of 
compliance with paragraph (a) of this 
section. 

Subpart E—Standby Vessels 

SOURCE: CGD 84–098b, 54 FR 21571, May 18, 
1989, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 143.400 Applicability. 

This subpart applies only to standby 
vessels meeting the requirements of 
this subpart and specifically designated 
in an Emergency Evacuation Plan 
(EEP) required by §§ 146.140 or 146.210 of 
this chapter to provide rapid evacu-
ation assistance in the event of an 
emergency. 

§ 143.401 Vessel certification and oper-
ation. 

Standby vessels must meet the fol-
lowing: 

(a) Have a valid certificate of inspec-
tion issued in compliance with Sub-
chapters H, I, or T of 46 CFR Chapter I. 

(b) Be capable of carrying and pro-
viding shelter for 100 per cent of the 
number of persons on the most popu-
lated facility that the standby vessel is 
designated to assist. Crew spaces may 
be used to meet the requirements of 
this section. 

(c) Provide bunks or aircraft type re-
clining seats for 10 per cent of the num-
ber of persons on the most populated 
facility that the standby vessel is des-
ignated to assist. Crew spaces may be 
used to meet the requirements of this 
section. 

(d) Not carry or store goods, supplies, 
and equipment on the deck of the 
standby vessel or in other locations 
that may hinder the vessel’s ability to 
render assistance to the facility that 
the vessel is designated to assist. 

(e) Not carry or store any hazardous 
material. 

§ 143.405 Equipment. 

(a) Standby vessels must have, at 
least, the following equipment: 

(1) Multiple propellers or propulsion 
devices. 

(2) Two searchlights. 
(3) For vessels certificated under 

Subchapter H of 46 CFR Chapter I, a 
line throwing appliance that meets the 
requirements in 46 CFR 75.45. 

(4) For vessels certificated under sub-
chapters I or T of 46 CFR chapter I, a 
line throwing appliance that meets the 
requirements of 46 CFR 94.45. 

(5) A Stokes or comparable litter. 
(6) One blanket for each person on 

the most populated facility that the 
standby vessel is designated to assist. 

(7) Means for safely retrieving per-
sons, including injured or helpless per-
sons, from the water. The means of re-
trieval must be demonstrated to the 
satisfaction of the Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection. 

(8) A scramble net that can be rigged 
on either side of the standby vessel. 

(9) A minimum of four Coast Guard 
approved ring life buoys, each equipped 
with 15 fathoms of line. 

(10) An immersion suit approved by 
the Coast Guard under 46 CFR 160.171, 
or a buoyant suit meeting Supplement 
A of ANSI/UL–1123–1987 and approved 
under 46 CFR 160.053, for each member 
of the standby vessel’s crew when the 
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standby vessel operates north of 32 de-
grees north latitude in the Atlantic 
Ocean or north of 35 degrees north lati-
tude in all other waters. 

(11) Two boat hooks. 
(12) A fire monitor with a minimum 

flow rate of, at least, 500 gallons per 
minute. 

(13) One two-way radio capable of 
voice communications with the OCS fa-
cility, helicopters or other rescue air-
craft, rescue boats, and shore side sup-
port personnel. 

(14) Floodlights to illuminate the 
personnel and boat retrieval area, the 
scramble net when deployed, and the 
water around the personnel retrieval 
and scramble net deployment areas. 

(15) A copy of ‘‘The Ship’s Medicine 
Chest and Medical Aid at Sea’’, DHHS 
Publication No. (PHS) 84–2024, avail-
able from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, U.S. Government Printing Of-
fice, Washington, DC 20402. 

(16) An industrial first aid kit sized 
for 50 percent of the number of persons 
on the most populated facility that the 
standby vessel is designated to assist. 

(17) Coast Guard approved life pre-
servers for 50 percent of the number of 
persons on the most populated facility 
that the standby vessel is designated to 
assist. 

(b) Equipment required by paragraph 
(a) of this section must be to the satis-
faction of the Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection. 

§ 143.407 Manning. 
Standby vessels must be crewed in 

accordance with their certificate of in-
spection for 24 hour operation. The Of-
ficer in Charge, Marine Inspection, 
may require the crew to be augmented, 
as necessary, to provide for maneu-
vering the standby vessel, for lookouts, 
for rigging and operating retrieval 
equipment, and for caring for sur-
vivors. 

PART 144—LIFESAVING 
APPLIANCES 

Subpart 144.01—Manned Platforms 

Sec. 
144.01–1 Life floats. 
144.01–5 Location and launching of life 

floats. 
144.01–10 Equipment for life floats. 

144.01–15 Alternates for life floats. 
144.01–20 Life preservers. 
144.01–25 Ring life buoys. 
144.01–30 First-aid kit. 
144.01–35 Litter. 
144.01–40 Emergency communications equip-

ment. 

Subpart 144.10—Unmanned Platforms 

144.10–1 Lifesaving equipment. 
144.10–10 Other lifesaving equipment. 

Subpart 144.20—Requirements for U.S. and 
Undocumented MODU’s 

144.20–1 Applicability. 
144.20–5 Exposure suits. 

Subpart 144.30—Requirements for Foreign 
MODU’s 

144.30–1 Applicability. 
144.30–5 Exposure suits. 

AUTHORITY: 43 U.S.C. 1333d; 46 U.S.C. 
3102(a); 46 CFR 1.46. 

Subpart 144.01—Manned 
Platforms 

§ 144.01–1 Life floats. 
Each manned platform shall be pro-

vided with at least two approved life 
floats. The life floats shall have suffi-
cient capacity to accommodate all per-
sons present at any one time. 

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956] 

§ 144.01–5 Location and launching of 
life floats. 

The life floats shall be distributed in 
accessible locations and mounted on 
the outboard sides of the working plat-
form in such a manner as to be readily 
launched. 

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956] 

§ 144.01–10 Equipment for life floats. 
(a) Each lifefloat shall be provided 

with a painter. This painter shall be a 
manila rope not less than 23⁄4 inches in 
circumference and of a length not less 
than three times the distance from the 
deck where the lifefloat is stowed to 
the low water line. Alternatively, the 
painter may be of other material pro-
vided it has equal strength to the size 
of manila rope specified and is not less 
than 1⁄2 inch in diameter. 

(b) Each life float must have a water 
light of an approved automatic electric 
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